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Last week?s excessive rainfall and strong winds have really brought to reality the  importance of 

working as a community.  The support we received from the Police and SES workers, parents and 

staff was just amazing.  Thank you is not enough.  The focus from all stakeholders centred around 

the safety of our children and community.   

After each event, the school leadership team meets to discuss the critical incident and discern areas 

of improvement.   One issue that I would like to raise with our community was the quantity of calls 

made from parents following the email that was sent to parents.  The volume of calls was 

overwhelming, most calls requested information that had already been sent out to families in the 

first correspondence.   I ask parents to please limit calls to our office during critical incidents.  The 

school will always endeavour to communicate relevant information in a timely manner.  I thank you 

for your consideration in this matter as it allows the staff to focus on their roles and responsibilit ies 

during critical incidents.

I have included the information from our last newsletter regarding the changes to processes from 

the 7th of March as outlined from NSW Health. 

I wish to thank our parents for your continued support regarding the many regulations and 

processes that are currently in place as safety measures to minimise the spread of Covid 19 in our 

community. 

In saying that, we still have many children and community members who have been affected by 

Covid in our school. 

As you would have heard in the media, the Government has made changes to the current 

restrictions, some changes starting on the 28th of February.  As a school we need to look at these in 

light of the current transmission rate in our school. The school leadership team has spent many 

hours discussing the best way forward to continue to protect our children and teachers so that we 

can limit the spread of COVID and also minimise the loss of school days for children and staff. In lieu 

of this the following restrictions will continue until the end of the term.  

?   A further 8 RATs will be given per student and staff. These will be sent home starting from the 7th 

of March.  They can be used when your child is feeling unwell, has a sore throat or cough, or if a family 
member is sick. They can also be used when you know that your child has been with someone who has 
COVID-19. For safety, please continue to use RATs.

?   For Primary schools, masks will continue to be required indoors for all school staff, volunteers 

and visitors including parents and carers in primary schools until Friday 4 March. From Monday 7 

March, masks will no longer be mandatory for all students and staff. Any student or staff member 



who wants to continue to wear a mask may do so.

?   From Monday 28 February, students will no longer be required to be kept in year groups or 

other cohor ts. We will continue to use a sensible COVID-smart approach when we plan activities 

and events. We will keep you updated about planning for school activities - we know that you are 

excited to learn about how our community will celebrate some of the events that are such an 

important part of school life this year.

?   From Monday 28 February, parents will be able to visit the office face to face. We w il l  cont inue 

w it h Kiss and drop in t he m orning l im it ing visit ors on sit e t o ensure we can m inim ise t he 

t ransm ission of  Covid. Please do not  ent er  our  school sit e for  any ot her  reason t han t o visit  

t he of f ice. 

- The af t ernoon dism issal process w il l  rem ain t he sam e. 

The advice from NSW Health is for students aged 5 and above to get vaccinated including boosters 

when eligible. Though vaccination is strongly encouraged for students, it is not compulsory.

As you would expect, we will continue to do everything we can to keep our community safe.  

Parent  Inform at ion Present at ion and Meet  t he t eacher  m eet ings 

This week you will receive notification via the compass parent portal of the grade information slide 

presentation for parents.  This will be located on the School Website for parents to access at your 

convenience. I encourage you to take the time to view this presentation as it will provide you with 

information regarding class expectations. 

On this site you will also have access to the school booking platform to book your time to speak 

with your child?s teacher.  This is our meet and greet meeting that usually happens at this time of 

the year.  As a safety measure, teachers will contact you via phone or zoom. 

I encourage parents to make this booking as it is a time for teachers and parents to discuss goals 

that you would like to see happen for your child this year and also share information so that 

teachers are able to make informed decisions regarding your child?s learning and wellbeing.  

Cat holic Schools Week

Catholic Schools Week is an important event in our school calendar. We had planned a fun day for 

all our school community with our first parent function for the year included on Friday. Due to the 

excessive rainfall, our grounds are saturated.  The picnic that has been planned will be postponed 

until another time in the term. Parents are invited to attend our Mass and Awards presentation. 

Friday the 11th of  March 

- 10:15am Mass at the Church 

- 11:20am- Awards Presentation in the Church



P&F Annual General Meet ing

Last week a note went home inviting our parents to attend our Annual General Meeting. This 

meeting is where we say thank you to the outgoing committee and elect a new committee for 

2022.  I have spoken  with our current President regarding activities and events that we can begin 

to prepare for.  As we are now able to meet on site and plan events, I encourage parents to be a 

part of the fun, enjoy the social interactions and share your ideas.  

Date: 21st March

Time: 6pm

Venue: School Library

A Message f rom  our  Cur rent  P&F President  Mrs Sarah Ford 

A reminder the Annual General Meeting for the Parents and Friends Association is coming up on 

21 March at 6pm.  We encourage all to attend as it is a great way to get involved in the school 

community.  We will kick off the meeting with a chance for those in attendance to mingle and ask 

any questions about what is involved from the previous committee before electing the 2022 

executive team.  Even if you aren?t able to commit to the executive team there are still plenty of 

opportunities to get involved and volunteer around your availability.  Please make sure you fill 

out the registration form and return to the office so we can organise catering for light supper 

during the meeting. 

 

The P+F first fundraising event for the year is the Easter raffle.  Raffle tickets are attached to the 

newsletter and hard copies are available from the school office.  Raffle tickets are $1 each and 

need to be returned to the office in an envelope with the tickets and money in them by 

Wednesday 30 March.  Please make sure all raffle tickets have name, phone number, students 

name and class on them so the prizes make their way home to the winners!

The raffle will be drawn at the Monday morning assembly on Monday 4 April. 



Open Day for  prospect ive fam il ies

We will host two open days for new families who would like to view our site for potential 

enrollment.  The dates are   March 10th and 24th.  The school will be open for viewing at 10am until 

10.30am.  Unfortunately, the tour will not include indoor learning spaces.  Please ring the school to 

register your attendance.

Enrolm ent s for  Kindergar t en 2023

We are now taking applications for children who are school ready.  Applications can be downloaded 

from our website or you can collect it from the school office. I encourage families to lodge 

applications as soon as possible as St Andrew?s is a school that is in demand.  Last year many 

potential families missed out due to late lodgement.  

The first round of offers will be at the end of April. I ask our families to please lodge your 

applications ASAP.  

Congrat ulat ions t o t he children who have m ade it  t o t he level for  com pet it ive sw im m ing.  

Aiden D'Silva Padraig Kenny Benjamin Wilson

Curtis O'Dea Michael Giffney Riley Ankreet

Hudson Mulroney Riley Stapleton



Student of the Week

WEEK 4 WEEK 5 WEEK 4 WEEK 5

KB Hudson Gater Tahlia Katafono 3G Eveyln Moras Ethan Panol

KG Lucas Torres Iris Jaca 3R Samaira Mansukh Manus Kunwar

KR Ellie Cortez Aishvir Gill 3Y Issie Farag Kanav Pathak

KY Janice Kumar Lucy Oalin 4B Alyssa Poon Harrison Bensley

1B Amelia Themistou David Mayson 4G Ruby Gater Harlie Em

1G Ashwin Ananth Amarlie CallaghanOdindo 4R Sydney Tannous Giordana Sirianni

1R Jasmine Longabela Phoenix Raz 5B Kamsy Chikwem Dean Ferguson

1Y Gurditta Singh Desmond Li 5G Auristo Husada Hayden Straub

2B Nadene Hipolito Ryan Batra 5R Vishva Patel Isabella Culili

2G Name Withheld Ava Zirilli 6B Melissa Eskander Charlie Carrier

2R Margaret Bagayas Adam Ibrahim 6G Saumya Punj Deeshal Kanbi

2Y Anjali Jegan Zac deGuzman 6R Justine Webb Crystal Shiber

3B Kieran Arndell Vyonna Lobrigas



LIFE THREATENING ALLERGIES

Our School caters for many differences that children present, academic, emotional, social and 
health issues.

Throughout our school, we have children with l i fe t hreat ening allergies.  This is a serious 
matter, one that the school must address.  Therefore, we appeal to all parents to assist us in 
caring for children who have life threatening allergies by considering the type of foods you 
pack for your own child each day.

Our aim is to minimize the amount of peanut  and al l  nut  products brought into the school 
and avoid all foods that contain nut s.  These foods are extremely dangerous to our children 
with allergies.  Common foods that trigger an allergic reaction are listed below and we ask 
that they not  be brought to school at any t im e.

- Peanuts ? including M & M peanuts
- Cashews, hazelnuts, almonds, walnuts and all tree nuts
- Peanut butter
- Nutella
- Sesame seeds ? remember some bread rolls have sesame seeds on them including 

some McDonald?s hamburger buns
- Foods that contain satay e.g. Thai, Malaysian, Indonesian dishes
- Whole egg ? boiled egg, curried egg
- Chocolate ? blocks, biscuits and lollies - as chocolate has the highest cross 

contamination rate

In the case of a child bringing a nut product to school, teachers will bring the matter to the 
attention of parents.

If peanut or nuts are not  on the ingredient list of a particular packaged food but the food has 
the statement:

?MAY CONTAIN TRACES OF NUT? ? .?

this food may be brought to school and consumed only be non-allergic children .

Due to safety concerns, we discourage children from sharing food.  We would also appreciate 
parents speaking with children regarding this matter.  

We thank you for helping us to provide a safe environment for all of our children.
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OFFICE NEWS
Term 3

We are going cashless,  if you need to make any payments 
please do so by eftpos.   

If you require any reports printed please log into the QKR App 
and you can pay via this we will then print the reports  and 

send them home.  The cost is $6 per report.
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